NOTEBOOK GUIDE

Courts, Judges, and the Law

How is the U.S. judicial system organized to ensure justice?

Politics

Speaking of

As you complete the Reading Notes, use these
terms in your answers:

criminal law prosecution

civil law plaintiff
burden of proof writ of certiorari

defendant legal brief

Examine the photograph above. Then answer these
questions:

1. Do you recognize this building? What activities do
you think take place here?
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2. Have you had a personal experience with the court
system? If so, what was it like? If not, what are
your impressions of the court system from film,
television, newspapers, magazines, and books?

3. What is the overall goal of the judicial system?

4. A primary purpose of the U.S. court system is to
ensure justice. Do you think it does that?

READING NOTES

Follow these directions to complete your Reading
Notes for this lesson.

1. Read the question on Card 1. Locate the answer to
the question in Sections 3 to 7.

2. Find the box numbered 1 on Notebook Handout.
Label the diagram as directed on Card 1.

3. Repeat the procedure for Cards 2 through 16,
completing them in order.

4. Tape the completed diagrams into your notebook.
Then answer these questions:
« What did you learn about the judicial branch

that you did not know before?

o What are some characteristics of the U.S. court
system that help ensure justice?
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NOTEBOOK GUIDE

You have learned about the structure and operation
of the judicial branch. Now read the following post-
ings from the fictional Web site “Pursuing Justice.”
Then write your own comment in response to one or
both of the postings. Include the following in your

response:

your online name
the date and time of your response
your position on the topic being discussed

support for your argument, including two specitfic
courts that you have read about and how their
structure or function adds to or detracts from
justice being served

http://www.pursuingjustice.blogspt.com/ m

America’s Court System: Two Thumbs Up

From: courtwatcher, 2:34pm, 09.31.13

It's become all too common to hear people grumbling about our judicial system.
“Too many cases, too complicated, too political, too biased.” Many Americans
have become disenchanted with our courts and those who run them.

| couldn’t disagree more. In today’s society, our courts provide an open forum for
raising grievances, asserting one’s rights, and resolving conflicts. And they do it in

a more efficient way than any other nation on this planet.

Our court system ensures that every citizen will receive justice. From the defendant
accused of a crime to the employee suing for breach of contract, all have an avenue
to seek justice. No system is perfect, but our system of courts does indeed ensure

justice for those seeking it.

On 10.03.13, gavel_pounder says:

Two thumbs up? I'd like to know if courtwatcher has ever been inside a courtroom!
A survey conducted for the American Bar Association revealed that 78% of Ameri-
cans believe “it takes too long for courts to do their jobs” while 77% believe “it
costs too much to go to court.” Our legal system today is a mess. Judges are
overwhelmed with crowded dockets, cases are appealed far too often, and frivolous
lawsuits take judicial attention away from serious cases. Ensure justice? Not likely.
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